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    Tour of Christmas  
Lights in Muskogee 

 
Come join us on Thursday, 
December 20 as we take the 
church van to Muskogee to 
see the ‘Garden of Lights’ at 
Honor Heights Park and then 
on to the Castle to see the 
‘Christmas Kingdom of Holi-
day Inflatables.’  The van will 
leave the church at 6:00 p.m.     

  

Open House at the     
Hoskins’ Home 

 
Following the Christmas Eve ser-
vice, you are invited to an open 
house at Loy and Rhonda’s home, 
1507 SE 11th Street, for some 
snacks, games, and fellowship.  
This is really intended for any in-
dividuals or couples who do not 
have family in the area, but all are 
invited.    Please let Loy or Rhon-
da know if you plan to come.   

  Inclement Weather Policy 
 

  In the event of bad weather causing dangerous driving conditions, we may cancel or modify our Sunday morning 
worship services.  If this happens we will attempt to call as many members as possible and in addition we will contact 
KTUL, channel 8 out of Tulsa, to report any cancellation or change.  So please tune in to that channel for updates on 
their list of church closings.  Our options to respond to bad road conditions would include canceling the 8:30 service in 
hopes that the additional time would allow the roads to improve before the 10:45 service or canceling both services.   
 The policy for the Wednesday children’s and youth ministries are that if school is canceled or closes early, there 
will be no D.O.C.K. meetings.  For other groups or committee meetings, members will be contacted by phone of a can-
cellation.   

Candlelight Service on December 24 
 

The tradition of our Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service will continue this year at 6:30 pm on 
December 24 with songs and hymns and carols 
to celebrate the arrival of the Christ Child in the 
manger, along with prayers and the scriptures of 
the nativity story being read.  Communion will 
be open to all, and we will end with the lighting 
of candles.   

FCC Christmas  Float  
First Christian Church entered a rustic Christmas 

float in the Wagoner Christmas Parade. It depicted 
the true meaning of Christmas, via lighted figures 

of Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus and the wise men, 
nestled in hay bales on a wagon pulled by a vin-
tage tractor. It won second place and those who 

designed and worked on it had a great time. 



Dear Church Family, 
 
 I want to Thank you for all your prayers, phone calls, 
cards and coming by to visit.. The surgery on my left knee 
went well & I am feeling better each day. I do ask that you 
continue to pray for me. I feel very blessed and appreciate  
my church family. I love you all. 
 
Nancy Adkins 

Thank You... 

   CWF  Christmas Party 
 

The CWF Christmas party was well attend-
ed 25 + women. It was great seeing and 
talking with CWF women from Christmas 
past, present and future. The food was Ital-
ian and plenty of it. We were stimulated to 
think about the true meaning and reason for 
Christmas as well as learn what is true and 
what is Hallmark about the Christmas story. 
Thank you Jane Cochran for being a won-
derful hostess. See you all next year. 

Board Blurbs for December FCC Board Meeting 
 

The December meeting of the Board was opened with prayer by Pastor Loy. The minutes and treasurer’s report 

were reviewed and accepted as read. All committee chairs present gave updates on their committees. Dick Ga-

lusha mentioned that he wants to expand the Outreach Committee in 2013 so if you’d like to be on his commit-

tee, please let him know. Pete Clark reported for Property that he will have building repair estimates for the 

board in January. He did get the light on our sign in front repaired. The Vision committee will be working with 

Property on the sign for the sides of the new church van. They are considering a “wrap” which is something like 

a mural painted on both sides vs. just the “First Christian Church” painted on. The committees will be working 

on getting estimates to present in January. 

 The board meeting was adjourned and a special meeting called for the Nominating Committee to announce the 

Board’s Executive Committee for 2013. The  Board Chair for 2013 is Kim Aveni, Vice Chairman is Pete Clark, 

Secretary is Betty Cox, Treasurer is Karen Jackson and Assistant Treasurer is Jim Aveni. We also thanked those 

leaving  the board for their 3 years of service; Dick Galusha, Linda Evans, Lucille Mallett, and Mary Gaylor. The 

new boards members are Gail Carley, Dona Dorr, Marty Ester and Vicki Skaggs. We look forward to a blessed 

2013! 

 Respectfully Submitted,                                                                                                                                                                             

Kim Aveni 

The time is near for new Committee Chairs and com-
mittees to be established for 2013. There is a list of 
the committees and their definition posted on the bul-
letin board in the hallway. If you are interested in 
joining a committee, please talk to Pastor Loy or Kim 
Aveni.  

My second knee surgery has gone well. I want 
to thank you for all your prayers, well wishes, 
and cards. They are helping me to have a 
speedy recovery. It is wonderful to have such a 
good spiritual church family. 

God Blessing upon you all,                                                             
Linda Evans 

 

Cra� Day:  Will meet Jan. 7th for 
cra�s. More details will follow or 
talk with Marty Ester or Becky 
Crocker. 

Thank you so very much for your kindness and the delicious 
food the ladies provided after the passing of my mother,      
Margarete Hamrlik. 
 
Ursula Ling 

Thank You... Thank You... 



I stopped by a Cokesbury store the week after Thanksgiving to see if they had anything new we 
could use at the church, any new books that might interest me, or any interesting nativities that Rhonda 
could add to her collection.  They did have a couple of interesting nativities that I bought.  One was a small 
puzzle with Mary, baby Jesus, Joseph, and a few other pieces setting within a frame of a creche.  The little 
wooden pieces with rounded edges fit snugly into the frame.  The display was the only one the store had, 
so I had it on the counter to purchase when a lady walked by, saw it, and commented on it.  She then 
asked if I would mind if she looked at it.  I invited her to do so, and when she picked it up and tilted it toward 
her, the pieces tumbled out as this woman exclaimed, “It’s a puzzle!  Did you know it was a puzzle?”  

The cashier and I were now involved in the transaction, so this lady picked up the pieces and placed 
them back in the frame as best she could, for she hadn’t had much time to really see the completed view.  
She apologized, and I picked up the nativity puzzle to be sure all the pieces were there.  Only one was 
missing.  The smallest piece was missing.  Any guesses?  There was a tiny, oblong, quarter-inch gap be-
tween Joseph and Mary – a void where something should be but was obviously gone.  Baby Jesus was 
lost!  What good is a nativity without the Holy Child?   

A quick search found Baby Jesus lying face down near the counter on the white tiled floor with the 
white painted back of the tiny wooden piece barely visible.  It was returned to its place within the puzzle 
and all was well once again.  The entire experience seems to add to the meaning behind that little nativity 
puzzle though.  There is the need for us all to ‘keep Christ in Christmas’ and remember that ‘Jesus is the 
reason for the season’.  After all, Christmas is about celebrating Emmanuel, God-with-us, and that is im-
possible to do without Jesus.   

However, the experience says something more.  It reminds us to pay attention to the little things dur-
ing the Christmas season.  Our schedules are filled with the big things of shopping, cooking & baking, dec-
orating, card writing, gift wrapping, planning for guests or planning to travel, party going, etc.  But we 
should not let the big things cause us to miss out on the important little things.  Don’t let the time spent put-
ting together a bicycle on Christmas Eve make you too tired to enjoy the smiles on a child’s face Christmas 
morning.  Do not spend so much time in the kitchen preparing that you sacrifice time spent around the table 
with friends.  Let’s not allow hours spent on placing thousands of lights on our houses and trees blind us 
from seeing the true light God sent to us in His Son.  Don’t sit in front of a t.v. for hours watching Christmas 
specials about reindeer and elves and Red Ryder bb guns and Christmas concerts with dozens of wonder-
ful carols but forget the deep meaning behind a short and simple rendition of ‘Silent Night’.  Please do not 
allow a preoccupation with finding the perfect gift for someone take away from your understanding of the 
greatest and most perfect gift for all of us.   

Join me this Christmas in intentionally seeking God and joy in the little things that mean so much.   
Merry Christmas!  Happy birthday, Jesus!  God bless us, everyone! 
 
In God’s Grip,  
LOY 

Upcoming Sermons 
 

Dec. 16 “What Should We Do?” (Third Sunday of Advent)  Luke 3:7-18  
Dec. 23 “Days of Foolish Celebration” (Fourth Sunday of Advent) Luke 1:39-55 
Dec. 30 “A Functional Family in a Dysfunctional World”    Luke 2:41-52 
Jan. 6             “Our Epiphany Today” (Epiphany)    Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jan. 13            “The Questions Jesus’ Baptism Asks of Us” (Baptism of the Lord Sunday) Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
Jan. 20            “Cana-Grace”                  John 2:1-11 
                                                                                                          

Loy’s Lines 
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Lay Leaders 
 

Kim Aveni, Board Chairperson 
Pete Clark, Board Vice Chairperson 

Betty Cox, Secretary 
Karen Jackson, Treasurer 

Jim Aveni, Assistant Treasurer 
Steve Hall & Richard Allen, 

                                Elders Co-Chairperson 
Dona Dorr & Shirley Benham, 

                            Deacons Co-Chairperson 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Loy Hoskins,  Minister 
Nancy Evans, Secretary 
Christy Dumond, Youth Leader Interim 
Stacie Vunetich, Custodian Maintenance 
Ed Myers, Organist 
Judy Barkman, Pianist 
Dona Dorr, Choir Director 

Schedule of Events 
Sunday 
Worship             8:30 &10:45 a.m. 
Fellowship & Refreshments        9:20 a.m. 
Sunday School            9:30 a.m. 
Elders            12:05 p.m. 
     (1st Sun. of ea. month) 
 
 

Wednesday   
Disciples Of Chr ist Kids (2nd-4th)   3:45 p.m. 
Disciples Of Chr ist Kids (5th-7th)    5:00 p.m. 
Adult Choir               6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Thursday 
Caregivers          10:30 a.m. 
 

Chr istian Women’s Fellowship      12:00 p.m.                            
(2nd Thursday of each month)                     
(except June, July & August)                           
Deacons             6:30 p.m. 
     (3rd Thur. of odd months of the year) 

Attendance Record                   8:30 Service       Sunday School       10:45 Service     Obligated Funds 

November 18th  (115) (28)  $446.00 (40) $14.04 (87)  $1,279.91 V.F. $15/ Caregivers $150/ S.O. Thanksgiving $100/ 
V.F. pie auction $1,145.00 

November 25th    (90) (34)  $1,360.00 (41)  $11.25 (56)  $1,258.25 V.F. $310.00/ Caregivers $150  
S.O. Thanksgiving $6.00                                  

Men’s group Fish fry youth $510 

December  2nd  (87) (27)   $827.00 (31)   $15.75 (62)  $2,944.71 V.F. $240/ Caregivers $150/ Sp offering Christmas $50 

December 9th   (101) (25)  $1,125.00 (40)  $12.25 (62)  $1,165.00 Caregivers $150/ Sp offering Christmas $100.00 

General Fund                                                         
          10/31/2012                   10/31/2011 
 

Balance on Hand November 30, 2012                     $36,919.52                  $6,475.94  
Total Offering in November                                                17,240.49                   13,070.17 
Total Available:                                                                   54,160.01 
Disbursements in November (ck bk)                                   (39,380.19)               (12,962.92) 
Trans from rest fund insurance                                                (500.00) 
Trans to IAS                                                                             (125.00)                  
Trans to Caregivers                                                                  (600.00) 
Trans from gen fund to NOW Interest                                         (4.88) 
Trans from Men’s Group to gen fund                                        136.24 
Trans from gen fund to Youth                                                  (510.00) 
Trans from Caregivers to Gen Fund-reim                                  151.57 
Balance on hand 11-30-12                                                     13,327.75 
Check book balance:                                                              27,284.46 
Restricted Budget balance:                                                   (13,956.71) 
Balance on hand 11-30-2012                                                $13,327.75                   6,077.54     
 
For more information the financial  report is on the bulletin board across from the 
office. 

All ladies of FCC are invited to a Potluck Luncheon and CWF                 
Meeting Thursday,  January 10th,  2012                                      
Place:  Church Time: 12 Noon                                       
Program: Brenda Hall                                     
Devotion:                                                        
Hostess:   
 

       Men’s Meeting 
 

The men will meet on Tuesday, 
Jan. 8th at 7:00 p.m.  

If your contact information has 
changed (address, phone number 
etc.), please call the church office. 


